
 

 
 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, can I pass on my thanks from across the community for the way our students have respected 

the lockdown and stayed at home, keeping safe and helping to save lives. This is really important at 

this key time for the country when we are seeing infections rise towards a peak. Lockdown is hard 

and we can all become frustrated and bored at times, but I want as few of our students and their 

families affected as possible so we have to follow the clear advice from the government. 

Online Learning 

We have seen an ever-increasing number of students logging into lessons online and the Remote 

Learning Zone has been very busy over the past week. Students should be looking at moving onto 

weeks 3 and 4 over the Easter holiday – I know some students are already completing work in these 

folders. Our brilliant staff have been delivering an increasing number of interactive lessons – 

students need to log into their school account and check their email and Microsoft Teams account 

for when interactive lessons are occurring. 

After Easter, we will be moving to a more formal timetable for learning and each student will have a 

morning and afternoon interactive lesson. The timetable for students will be sent home over Easter 

so they know their timetable and the timings of the new, online Academy day. We know that not all 

families have access to the internet or have a PC at home. We are trying to post work home to these 

families as regularly as we can but we are operating on a minimal staffing team and the post service 

is stretched so please be patient if you have requested work through the post. 

I have sent two assemblies to students this week with ideas on to keep them thinking and using their 

brains. Each of the Directors of Culture and Character (DCC) for each year group have also been in 

touch with the students and competitions have been set and lots of students have responded. Staff 

are meeting online and planning lots of activities for the new term. Over the next two weeks, there 

will fewer interactive lessons due to the Easter break, but the Remote Learning Zone will be 

updated, and students should still send completed assignments to teachers. 

 

 



   
 

 

 

 

Free School Meals – Easter break 

Due to the current lockdown situation we, unfortunately, cannot provide meals for students at 

school. The national scheme to support families will begin after Easter but until then we are grateful 

to Manchester City Council for stepping in to support families across the city. I am pleased to 

confirm this support will continue over the Easter holiday, meaning all families should be able to 

access funds until the national system is up and running. 

The contribution towards a lunchtime meal is £2.00 per day (£10 per week) for each school child or 

young person in the household. 

We will be able to pay this money within a few days by the following methods 

● A bank transfer into a nominated bank account 

● A secure text message that can be used to access cash from a range of Paypoint outlets in the city 

● A voucher that can be printed and can then be exchanged for cash from a range of Paypoint 

outlets in the city. 

Parents can make an application, please submit a request via the Council’s welfare Provision 

Scheme. 

MCC On-line Application FSM Voucher 

Free School Meals – after Easter 

For pupils on free school meals, after Easter a new government scheme will start. Vouchers will be 

worth £15. If we have your email address, we will send an ‘eCode’ directly to you. You will then need 

to choose an eGift card from a range of supermarkets so that you can spend the voucher on food. If 

we do not have an email address for you, we will select an eGift card on your behalf, and print and 

post the eGift card to you. We currently do not have email addresses for 355 of our Free School 

Meal families and this will slow down getting the vouchers out to families. Please can you email the 

office@manchester-academy.org address with your child’s name, date of birth and your current 

email address if your child receives free school meals but you don’t receive our regular emails. 

If you don’t follow us on Twitter please do – @McrAcademy 

Keep well and safe, we miss you all and the energy that thrives in the Academy. 

Thank you for your support, we will get through these tough times and once again thrive, 

 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

mailto:office@manchester-academy.org


   
 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 

After a short break, the “stand-out stars” competition has made a comeback this week! I challenged 

Year 7 to prove how hard-working, dedicated and positive they all are by contacting me via email to 

show that they are regularly checking both their emails and the Remote Learning page, I also asked 

them to send messages of positivity and kindness, which are much needed during these uncertain 

times. I was over-whelmed by the response I got from so many Year 7’s and I am delighted to see 

that not only are Year 7 checking their emails every day, but every hour! Well done Year 7, keep it 

up! 

The “stand-out stars” for this week were: 

Safaa Muridi 

Muhammed Ahmed 

Salah Hummaida 

Aisha Sheigo 

Qosie Ghanbur 

Danial Bafi 

Joshua Abraham 

Noah Todd 

Well done to all these students! Make sure you are all looking out for my next challenge, which will 

launch Monday, to be in with a chance of winning “stand-out star” next week and a prize! 

It has not only been this week’s stars who have put a smile on my face, but all Year 7 students as 

well as their parents and carers. A huge thank you to parents and carers who have been contacting 

staff for clarification on work or even, in some cases, for extra work. It really means a lot to me and 

the Academy to see families going above and beyond to ensure they can support the us and their 

children in every was possible so thank you very much for this! Please note, if you do need to 

contact staff at the Academy, we are all available via email and would welcome any messages or 

questions that you have! 

Finally, I finish this week with a bitter-sweet feeling. I am delighted with the contact I have had from 

Year 7 and so pleased to see everyone working so hard and trying to maintain a routine at home, 

which is really important to ensure we are all ready for the return to school! Seeing everyone’s 

dedication and enthusiasm has also made me miss school and Year 7 even more and I really cannot 

wait to get back and see you all but, in the meantime, I am confident Year 7 will continue to be the 

best that they can be! 

Ms Tregelles 



   
 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 

I hope that you're all well, keeping yourselves busy and most importantly, safe.  

Firstly, I'd like to thank you for your professional and mature manner during your departure from the 

school a few weeks ago. You all showed pride in your school and acted upon our instructions in a 

calm and safe way - I am very proud of you. You are showing excellent qualities that we strive for at 

Manchester Academy and it is clear that you're all preparing yourself for what’s to come next year.  

In these uncertain times it is important to remain home with your families but also to keep in 

contact with your friends and teachers via the internet. Rest assured that we at Manchester 

Academy have not forgotten about you and that we are working hard from home to answer all your 

questions, providing you with work and support. I'm pleased to hear the positives from my peers 

about the work that you have been sending in. I'd like to give a special shout out to Muhammad 

Daim Jamshaid and Mohammad Hossain for their impeccable work. Well done boys - you're stars!  

I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the students who have provided us with their 

options for Y10. Again, this is the most important period of your school lives so far and I'd like to 

remind you of the following -  

1. Choose the subjects that you enjoy and you'll thrive in during your GCSEs. 

2. Contact your subject teachers via email for more information on their particular subject. 

3. Email Mrs McMullen, Mr Hurst or myself with your choices (if you haven't done already). 

Keep checking your emails for regular messages from Manchester Academy regarding your options 

and any other news. 

Lastly, I'd like to remind you of the importance of routines. Even though you're not in school, it is still 

important to keep a stable routine as it will help with keeping your mindset positive and motivated 

during the isolation period. These could be simple things like the time you wake up, getting dressed 

or when you do your school work. If you are having trouble accessing work from school, do not 

hesitate to email me and I will help. 

Again, stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe. 

Thank you again Y9!  

Mr Thomas 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 

I trust you are keeping well and following all the government guidelines; stay home, stay safe, save 

the NHS. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for your hard work and dedication of working 

together as a community to keep our young people home and safe. In the week before we were 

forced to close, I had lots of honest conversations with our year group regarding the importance of 

staying at home, keeping healthy and being responsible.  

As we do not yet know when we will be returning to school and 'normal' life, it is vital that our young 

people are continuing their studies and working from home. Work is set for each pupil, in each year 

group and for every ability. This is easily accessed on the school website and we encourage pupils to 

contact their teachers or myself, via email, should any issues arise. 

I have contacted the year group several times already and would be grateful if you can encourage 

your children to reach out and stay in contact with me throughout this difficult time. 

My email address is lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org if you yourselves have any queries or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Myself and Mr Eldon will continue to work together to support Year 10 moving forward throughout 

the rest of this academic year and into Year 11. We have so many exciting ideas for them and us and 

we can't wait to get back to it.  

I have received some excellent work from my year 10 English class and I'm delighted to see such 

effort being made; special mention to Baye who has shown exceptional determination and resilience 

during his time at home. Well done Baye and keep up the excellent work!  

Moving forward, I will be asking teachers across the academy to send me the names of pupils who 

have shown an exceptionally high work ethic and be awarding stars of the week - prizes to be 

awarded when we are back at school.  

And finally, I wish you all the very best of health and hope that you are coping both physically and 

mentally during this time. We are trudging through the unknown at the moment and, as a parent to 

three young children myself I know firsthand how difficult it can be at times. Just know that 

everybody is in a similar position and as a school, and as human beings, we are here for you. Please 

reach out if you need support and we will provide this where we can. 

For your children, my lovely year 10's - I miss you and I can't wait to see you.  

Take care, 

Mrs Henzell. 

 

 

mailto:lyndsey.henzell@manchester-academy.org


   
 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 

Firstly, I wish you and all your family good health, hope you are all safe and coping during these 

unprecedented and difficult times. 

From a personal perspective, the last week before we closed our doors will resonate with me as 

being one of the most significant in my career. 

Upon arriving at the Academy just under two years ago I became a part of a very dynamic and 

inspirational movement dedicated to unlocking an institution’s potential. Striving to improve all 

areas of the Academy for the better. And it was in that last week where this overwhelming feeling of 

unity, commitment and resolve displayed from both staff and students as we all came together. 

Amidst the challenges we all faced as an Academy I can say I have never been prouder to be a part of 

such an amazing organisation that includes every single person that walks through the school gates. 

The hard work continues, I have spoken to staff that are in regular contact with students from the 

Year 11 cohort. I have been offering advice and support around college admissions, online working, 

and just a general checking in. Emails have been sent directly to those students who may find the 

uncertain very challenging. 

On Friday before we closed a huge effort from all staff culminated in a “goodbye for now” assembly 

to give our amazing Year 11 students an opportunity to get together. Social distancing was observed 

in the main hall as key staff delivered a memorable event, in particular Mr Eldon’s ‘Year 11 Roast’. 

The character and spirit of our Year 11 students was a testament to how far the Academy has come. 

Students throughout the week were given some difficult information and for such young shoulders 

they set the example as true young ambassadors for the academy. I am very proud. 

This mentality must now continue. The challenge for our students is to use this time given at home 

to prepare for college. Students must keep mentally sharp by continuing to study online via the 

academy online learning resources. Students must be proactive and take measures to set challenges 

and access material linked to their proposed college pathways. Now is the time to ‘get the Edge’ why 

some will see this as an opportunity to take the foot off the gas, it is the proactive student that will 

self reflect, self regulate and interdependently work with the academy staff to ready their selves for 

the next eventuality.  

The Academy is working hard to follow government guidelines in working through how the GCSE 

grades will be calculated. If any parent would like more information on this then please feel free to 

contact me darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org  

To all the year 11 students thank you for an amazing experience thus far. Stay safe, keep in touch 

and if you need anything at all please contact me via email. Manchester Academy is Magic! 

Mr Clarke 

mailto:darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org

